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      PAHS Senior

Blood Drive and            
Mobile Dentist at PAHS

 Halloween. A day for 
ghouls and goblins and 
gallons of fake blood. 
But this Halloween, at 
Pottsville Area High 
School, the blood 
wasn’t fake. The Red 
Cross organized a 
blood drive, which 
students and teachers 
could participate in, 
whether as donors 
or aides. About 48 
students and faculty 
members signed up 
to donate blood. For 
the many more who 
wanted to donate, but 
were unable to, there 
are two blood drives 
coming up at the 
Fairlane Mall January 
7 from 11:30 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and January 17 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 Dentex, the Mobile 
Dentist, has brought 
their service to 
Schuylkill County. 
Children ages three 
to 18 are “eligible 
for Dental Services 
through the Healthy 
Smiles, Happy Kids 
Mobile Dental Van,” 
according to http://
www.ecpaahec.org/
eventsandprograms.
htm. Appointments 
are scheduled 
during the school 
day and students 
would be called from 
classes to make their 
appointments. Call 
610-377-7354 to make 
appointments or visit 
ccdental@blmtn.org 
for more information 
regarding the services 
they offer. 
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I    like working hands-on 
and there are a lot more 

opportunities to do that at 
Vo-Tech,” senior Christina 
Heim, horticulture student, 
said.
 Like Heim, many other 
Pottsville Area High 
School students attended 
Vocational Technology 
Schools at the North or 
South Campus locations. 
Some felt closer to follow 
in their career path by 
attending Vo-Tech.
 “I decided to attend Vo-
Tech because I’m going to 
need [Computer Drafting] 
for college and to become 
an architect,” senior James 
Visalli said.
 Other students grew 
up in or around a family 
business pertaining to one 
of the Vo-Tech classes 
or had friends or family 
members who have gone 
through or are taking a 
class there. Junior Bernard 
Bowman is involved in the 
Residential and Industrial 
department and along with 
knowing the teacher, he 
wanted to learn more about 
the field.
 “Most of my family is 
involved with electricity, so 
it made me want to learn 
how to work with it too,” 
Bowman said.
 Most middle schools that 
funnel their 8th graders to 
PAHS sent their students 
on a tour not only of the 
high school, but of the Vo-
Tech schools as well. For 
sophomore John Kramer, 
this was a determining 
factor in what his future 
might hold.
 “There is good money 

Junior NHS 
members 
acknowledged 

in the profession of 
electricition, and I thought 
it might be interesting 
when I took a tour,” Kramer 
said.
 All Vo-Tech students 
received various projects 
throughout the year and 
even developed some of 
their own projects in their 
free time.
 “I like Auto Technology 
because I get to meet new 
people and work hands-
on with cars. It also helps 
for at-home projects too,” 
junior David Purcell said.
 All students have their 
own plans on what their 
future holds, but for 
senior Lonny Hossler his 
is to stay close to home 

and work for the family 
business.
 “After Vo-Tech, I would 
possibly like to work for 
my Dad at his Demolition 
Company,” Hossler said.
 Sophomore Katarina 
Schweikert attended 
Vo-Tech not only to learn 
more, but to be able to 
please others and for the 
pure enjoyment of it.
 “I wanted to do nails 
and make-up. I  also like 
to get my hair done and 
it’s fun to be able to work 
on your friends and have 
them work on you as 
well,” Schweikert said.
 Along with attending 
Vo-Tech came the 
responsibilities of class 

projects. Whether it be 
fixing up the nearest car, 
working on main electricity 
appliances commonly used 
in homes or putting together 
flowers for special occasions 
in the Horticulture 
Department, all students 
have hands-on projects.                                                                                                 
“We [were] currently 
working on making 
centerpieces for 
Thanksgiving, and 
then we sell them to 
the community,” senior 
Christina Heim said.
 Students at Vo-
Tech may be there for 
different reasons, but 
they all accomplished 
one purpose: to better 
understand their trade.

INSPECT — Senior Lonny Hosler checks the undercarriage of a truck in the auto technology 
shop at the North Vo-Tech campus. “I decided to attend Vo-Tech because the auto industry 
changes all the time,” Hossler said. “I also like working on motors. Hosler hopes to one day 
work for his Dad at his Demolition Company.

Photo By Lauren BLum
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PASD students meet PSSA standards for 2010 school term

I think students did very 
well on the PSSAs of 

2010-2011. The target 
went up in both reading 
and math, and they did 
very well as a whole,” 
Mrs. Mary Ellen Setlock 
said.
 Students in the 
Pottsville Area School 
District in every assessed 
grade level met every 
target in Reading and 
Mathematics sections. 
They also met adequate 
yearly progress for three 
years going into the year 
2011. 
 2011-2012 began 
the third year in a five-
year literacy program 
which was designed to 
help students improve 
their scores. The five-
year program consisted 
of having a literacy 
coach, a math coach, 
a PSSA coach and 
many teachers or key 
leaders collaborating to 

help with the diagnosis 
of benchmark results 
and ideas to improve 
students’ scores.
 “We can’t just rest on 
our laurels. The targets 
are moving up and we 
have to keep the students 
up to date and help them 
improve their scores,” 
Mrs.Setlock said.
 The grades assessed 
were 3-8 and 11th. Along 
with meeting all the 
targets, the high school 
also held the highest 
scores in the county 
for Mathematics and 
Writing with the third 
highest in Reading as 
well, according to Mrs. 
Setlock.
 “Overall, we are 
very pleased with our 
students’ performance,” 
Mrs. Tiffany Reedy, 
D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School principal, said.
 In addition to the new 
programs put in place 
to help improve PSSA 
scores, a mentoring 

program was started to 
tutor high school students 
at risk of dropping out. 
Also this year, a credit 
recovery system was 
used that allowed the 
high school to run its 
own summer school so 
students didn’t have to 
travel for school. It was 
more closely aligned with 
Pottsville’s curriculum.
 “Even though we made 
progress county-wide, we 
need to continue working 
for upcoming years,” Mrs. 
Setlock said.
 According to Mrs.
Reedy, the middle school 
had strategies of its own 
to help improve scores. 
Students who needed 
help were pulled out 
of study hall, and peer 
tutors were assigned 
to check up on certain 
students and help 
others. It was mandatory 
for Lengel students to 
stay after school for 
homework help if it was 
not handed to the teacher 

the day it was due.
 “Students have the 
opportunity to receive 
help,” Mrs. Reedy said.
 All schools assessed 
student progress with 
benchmarks, which helped 
them prepare for PSSAs, 

Photo By Molly ZwieBel

TUTOR –  Mr. Bill Rhoads, math teacher, assists sophomore 
Victoria Moyer during a College Math Concepts class. The class 
was designed to prepare students for the SATs and PSSAs.  “We 
see how we are achieveing on state standardized tests and 
evaluate the curriculm to meet the needs of the students,” Mr. 
Michael Maley, PAHS vice prinicpal, said.

By: Amber Berdanier
PAHS Senior

and instituted a model 
Response To Instruction 
and Intervention(R.T.I.I.). 
This model involved 
looking at data and 
targeting instruction for 
the school’s particular 
needs.

What does it take to get the principal on the roof?
  While on the roof, 
Dr. Zwiebel filmed two 
webcasts, spoke with 
many of the school’s 
classes, ate his favorite 
lunch, discussed the 
proper “Cheese-head 
attire” with fourth grade 
teacher and Green Bay 
Packers fan Mr. John 
Spleen, answered emails 
and fulfilled the jobs he 
would have, had he been 
on the ground. Mr. Richard 
Boris, JSC vice principal, 
completed the work that 
couldn’t be sent to the 
roof.
  During the broadcasts, 
he also sent “shout-
outs” to those who 
were checking in on the 
site. Reaching as far 
as New Mexico, Texas 
and North Carolina, the 
webcast was watched 
from approximately 85 
computers. While 85 
computers may not 
seem like much, the total 
number of viewers is 
unknown because many 

people were watching 
from one computer.
  “The webcast was 
really cool because I 
never thought I would get 
to see my principal up 
on the roof,” third grader 
Julia Botto said.
  Teachers also brought 
their students out to 
the front of the building 
between classes to talk 
to Dr. Zwiebel for a few 
minutes. Some classes 
presented a song, others 
asked questions, while 
still others decorated 
signs reading “We love 
Dr. Zwiebel and reading,” 
and similar slogans. Dr. 
Zwiebel made it a point 
to turn the webcam to his 
visitors each time a class 
came to see him so that 
the viewers could also 
see the students.
  “It was cool because we 
were on the internet live 
where everyone could see 
us,” fourth grader Daulton 
Mates said.
  Many of the teachers 

Photo By Molly ZwieBel    

felt that the challenge 
encouraged students 
to get into books this 
summer, and they hoped 
to do another program like 
this next year. 
  “Sometimes students get 
so busy over the summer 
that they get away from 
reading, and this program 

By: Samantha Weiss
PAHS Senior

He crossed to his desk 
to answer emails, take 

calls and run the school, 
just like any other day. 
However, today getting 
to his desk required a 
team of custodians and a 
scissors lift.
  Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel, 
John S. Clarke Elementary 
Center principal, spent 
September 16 on the 
roof of the elementary 
center as a reward to the 
students who surpassed 
the summer reading 
challenge requirement of 
2,011 books.
  “I want to thank and 
congratulate the students 
for putting me up here,” 
Dr. Zwiebel said.
  By running the 
necessary cables through 
Dr. Zwiebel’s office 
window and up the side 
of the building to the roof, 
the custodial staff and Mr. 
Mark Van Stone created a 
temporary office space.

helped them keep up on 
those skills,” Mrs. Judith 
DiObilda, JSC librarian, 
said.
  He looks forward to next 
September when he will 
accept another challenge 
because of the positive 
effect he saw it had on the 
school.

ORGANIZE - With the help of Mr. Mark Van Stone, Dr. Jeffrey 
Zwiebel, JSC principal, arranges his computer, telephone and 
webcam for his stay on the roof. He was excited about the 
challenge and said he plans on accepting another for next 
year, in hopes that the children discover a love of reading.



Wavelengths 3DECEMBER 2011

Dear Members of the Community,

Winter weather plans designed for ease of 
Pottsville Area School District families

Dr. James T. Gallagher
Superintendent

Dr. James T. Gallagher

 With the arrival of the 
winter season, the thoughts 
turn toward the possibility 
of having a “snow day.” 
It seems that at no other 
time of year are students as 
interested in the weather 
forecast than during the 

winter season. The possibility of having school closed 
for the day brings a smile to the faces of all but a few 
students. However, closing school often creates numerous 
problems for parents who, despite inclement weather, 
are expected to be at work. Arrangements must be made 
for baby-sitting and providing lunch for children who will 
now be at home. With this in mind, the decision to cancel 
school is made as early as possible in order to provide 
time for parents to make the necessary arrangements for 
the care of their children. 
 As the majority of people know, forecasting the weather 
is an inexact science at best. Predictions of major 
snowstorms that never materialized can be recalled by all 
of us. It is because of this inexact science of forecasting 
weather conditions that the decision to cancel school will 
usually be made early in the morning rather than the night 
before. The condition of the streets and sidewalks not 
only in the City of Pottsville but also in the outlying areas 
where our buses must travel is reported to me by our 
transportation personnel. Should the decision be made in 

the early morning hours to cancel school, the media will 
be notified by 6:00 a.m. Students and parents are advised 
to listen to any of the Pottsville radio stations or to watch 
WBRE, WNEP or WYOU-TV for the announcement of a 
delay or cancellation. The Info-Connect Line will also be 
activated and advertised in the Pottsville Republican. 
 Occasionally a snowstorm begins after the students 
have been safely transported to school. Relying once 
again on the many forecasts provided to us, I will call 
an early dismissal only if I believe that waiting until the 
regular dismissal time will present a hazardous situation 
for the bus students and/or walkers. With this in mind, all 
parents should have alternate plans for their children who 
may be arriving home earlier than usual. 
 Finally, students must be reminded by both teachers 
and parents to remain on the sidewalks and out of the 
paths of cars and buses during a snowstorm. Often in 
their joy of experiencing the first snow of the season, they 
forget how dangerous it is to be a pedestrian. 
 With the safety of the more than 3,000 Pottsville Area 
School District students as our first priority, let us all 
remember to drive cautiously on or around the school 
district complex. 
 Very truly yours, 

New program aimed to help reduce and prevent bullying

Bullying is a problem 
that affects the 

safety and well-being of 
many children in schools 
worldwide, even within 
the Pottsville Area School 
District. Through the 
research-based Olweus 
Bullying Prevention 
Program, Mrs. Tiffany 
Reedy, D.H.H. Lengel 
principal, along with the 
help of faculty, aimed 
to prevent and reduce 
bullying from occurring in 
the middle school.
  “The goal of the 
program is to help 
prevent bullying and to 
make the school safer,” 
Mrs. Reedy said. “We 
are trying to discourage 
people from chiming in on 
fights.”
  According to olweus.
org, the Olweus Bullying 

Prevention Program 
is “a systems change 
program that is effective 
at reducing rates of 
bullying in a school 
if implemented with 
fidelity.” 
  Mrs. Reedy applied for 
a grant last fall. After the 
school was accepted, the 
training for the bullying 
prevention coordinating 
committee began the 
following May.
  “We were trained by a 
certified trainer, and we 
then trained the faculty 
on the second in-service 
day in August,” Reedy 
said.
  Mrs. Reedy also 
conducted a survey to 
find out where students 
felt bullying was an 
issue. The survey gave 
them statistics and 
compared the school to a 
nationwide average. 

  “We did a survey last 
spring to determine what 
the kids thought,” Mrs. 
Reedy said. “We put 
an extra person at the 
canopy because before 
school was an issue.”
  The committee held an 
official kickoff assembly 
for the students to better 
acquaint them with the 
program.
  “Our official kickoff was 
November 22. We have 
class meetings every 
other week, and all of the 
teachers are involved,” 
Mrs. Reedy said. 
  Since the students 
were introduced to the 
program in the beginning 
of the school year, they 
have become more 
comfortable expressing 
their problems with their 
teachers and peers.
  “At first the students 
were apprehensive, 

but they feel more 
comfortable with 
the teachers,” Mrs. 
Paula Jones, Bullying 
Prevention Coordinating 
Committee coordinator 

said. “They are 
discussing differences 
and stereotypes, and 
the program is giving 
them a positive outlet for 
discussion.”

Photo By Brittany Sullivan 

DANCE – Mr. Nathan Kraft and Ms. Lisa Doyle lead D.H.H. Lengel 
Middle School students in a flash dance to Bruno Mars’ song 
“Just the Way You Are” at the official kickoff for the Olweus 
Anti-Bullying Program November 22.

By: Lauren Blum
PAHS Senior
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Pottsville Area High School seniors 

Nicole 
Brackman
• Daughter of: Joe 
and Mary Alice 
Brackman
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Captain 
of Varsity Soccer, 
SADD, Teens 
Against Tobacco
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
Elizabethtown 
College or 
Philadelphia 
University 
and major in 
occupational 
therapy

Allison 
Darhun
• Daughter of: 
Dr. Benjamin and 
Michelle Darhun
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Band, 
Production Editor-
in-Chief for Hi-
S-Potts, Aletheia 
Club, Stage Crew, 
Quill & Scroll
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
St. Joseph’s 
University or 
Drexel University 
and major in 
criminal justice

Brittany 
DeColli
• Daughter of: 
Robert and Chris 
DeColli
•Extracurricular 
Activities: 
French Club, 
French Honor 
Society, Teens 
Against Tobacco, 
SADD, Leo Club, 
Diversity Club, 
Band, Volleyball
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
Philadelphia 
University 
and major in 
fashion industry 
management

Brianna 
Englert
• Daughter of: 
James and Sandra 
Englert
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Band, 
Track & Field, 
Varsity Soccer, 
SADD, Teens 
Against Tobacco, 
Leo Club, Spanish 
Club, Spanish 
Honor Society, 
Diversity Club
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
Drexel University 
and major in 
physical therapy

Taylor 
Englert
• Daughter of: 
James and Sandra 
Englert
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Varsity 
Soccer, Track 
& Field, SADD, 
Teens Against 
Tobacco, Leo 
Club, Band, 
Spanish Club, 
Spanish Honor 
Society
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
St. Joseph’s or 
Temple University 
and major in 
actuarial science

Charles
Evans
• Son of: Charles 
and Maureen 
Evans
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Varsity 
Football, Boxing
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
Bloomsburg 
and major in 
accounting

Gwen 
Fries
• Daughter of: 
Richard and 
Michele Fries
•Extracurricular 
Activities: French 
Club, French 
Honor Society, 
Spanish Club, 
Spanish Honor 
Society, Key Club, 
Interact Club, 
President of Band
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
Penn State, 
Elizabethtown, 
or Susquehanna 
University and 
major in history

Hannah 
Goodman
• Daughter of: 
David Goodman 
and Beverly 
Tenenholz
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Captain 
of Girls’ Tennis, 
President of 
Sketch Club, 
Senior Mural
• Plans After 
High School: 
Attend college and 
major in medical 
dietetics

Alyssa Hoke
• Daughter of: Ed 
and Sue Hoke
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Leo 
Club, SADD, 
Teens Against 
Tobacco, 
President of 
German Club, 
German Honor 
Society
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
West Virginia or 
West Chester 
University and 
major in forensic 
chemistry

Kelsey 
Holland
• Daughter of: 
David and Cheryl 
Holland
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Dance, 
Diving, Cross 
Country, Track & 
Field
• Plans After 
High School: 
Attend Penn 
State University 
and major in 
psychology
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inducted into National Honor Society  

Jacob 
Jones
• Son of: Donna 
Jones
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Band, 
Drama Club, 
Spanish Club, 
Spanish Honor 
Society, Interact 
Club, Ecology 
Club, Yoga Club
• Plans After 
High School: 
Attend Ursinus, 
Elizabethtown, 
or University of 
Pennsylvania 
and major in 
international 
relations

Joshua 
Kovich
• Son of: David 
and Jayne Kovich
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Vice 
President of Band, 
Stage Band, 
Boy Scouts of 
America, Youth 
Symphony, Stage 
Band
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
Penn State, West 
Chester, or Drexel 
University and 
major in biology 
with pre-medicine

Jenna 
Mickonis
• Daughter of: 
David and Sandee 
Mickonis
•Extracurricular 
Activities: 
Cheerleading, AIΔ, 
Spanish Club, 
Teens Against 
Tobacco, Interact 
Club, Dance, 
Student Council
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
Duquesne or 
Wilkes University 
and major in 
pharmacy

Allison Salata
• Daughter of: 
Glenn and Terry 
Salata
•Extracurricular 
Activities: 
Secretary of 
Band, Treasurer 
of Concert Choir, 
Vice President of 
Spanish Club, Leo 
Club
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
Elizabethtown 
College

Zachary 
Sullivan
• Son of: Tim and 
Colleen Sullivan
•Extracurricular 
Activities: 
Football, SADD, 
Leo Club, Teens 
Against Tobacco, 
Spanish Club, 
Spanish Honor 
Society
• Plans After 
High School: 
Attend Lehigh, 
Drexel, or Penn 
State University 
and major in 
engineering

Stephanie 
Sweat
• Daughter of: 
John and Judy 
Sweat
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Leo 
Club, German 
Club, German 
Honor Society, 
President of 
SADD, Varsity 
Softball, Teens 
Against Tobacco, 
Basketball
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
Washington 
& Jefferson 
and major in 
psychology

Jacob 
Tobin
• Son of: Michele 
Tobin
•Extracurricular 
Activities: 
Football, Baseball, 
Basketball, Leo 
Club, SADD, 
Diversity Club
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
University of 
Pittsburgh or Penn 
State University 
and major in 
pre-medicine or 
engineering

Andi Wallick
• Daughter of: 
Nicholas and 
Josette Wallick
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Band, 
Pep Band, 
Diversity Club
• Plans After 
High School: 
Attend University 
of Connecticut 
or University 
of Pittsburgh 
and major in 
pathobiology or 
biology

Samantha 
Weiss
• Daughter of: 
Richard and 
Jennifer McDemus
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Quiz 
Team, Historian 
of French Club, 
President of 
Aletheia Club, Key 
Club, Ecology 
Club, Diversity 
Club
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
University of 
South Dakota or 
Ursinus and major 
in secondary 
education and 
journalism

Kendra 
Muldowney
• Daughter of: 
Sandra Muldowney
•Extracurricular 
Activities: 
Cheerleading, AIΔ, 
Spanish Club, 
Teens Against 
Tobacco, Interact 
Club, Dance
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
college and major 
in pharmacy
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Juniors inducted into National Honor Society  

Seif Butt
• Son of: Iftaluhar 
and Tahira Butt
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Quiz 
Team, Tennis
• Plans After 
High School: 
Attend University 
of Pennsylvania 
and major in 
psychopharma-
cology

Dominick 
DiRenzo
• Son of: Paul and 
Connie DiRenzo
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Cross 
Country, Track 
& Field, Winter 
Track, Swimming, 
Quiz Team
• Plans After 
High School: 
Attend MIT, 
Carnegie Mellon, 
or University of 
Pennsylvania 
and major in 
mathematics and 
computer science

Chey Jones
• Son of: Alvin and 
Jodi DeLeon
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Cross 
Country, Track & 
Field, Leo Club, 
SADD, Spanish 
Club, Quiz Team
• Plans After 
High School: 
Attend Penn State 
University and 
major in health 
sciences

Gregory 
Revenis
•Son of: Mark and 
Lisa Revenis
•Extracurricular 
Activities: 
Football, Track & 
Field, Leo Club, 
SADD, German 
Club, German 
Honor Society
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
college and major 
in pre-med or 
physics

Sienna Smith
• Daughter of: 
Charles and Alicia 
Smith
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Soccer, 
Softball, French 
Club, Leo Club, 
Student Council, 
AIΔ
• Plans After 
High School: 
Attend Penn State 
University and 
major in pre-
medicine

Nicole 
Stephens
• Daughter of: 
Dave Stephens 
& Eric and Joan 
Stevenosky
•Extracurricular 
Activities: AIΔ, 
Key Club, Spanish 
Club, Quiz Team, 
Hi-S-Potts, Track 
& Field, Dance, 
Quill & Scroll
• Plans After 
High School: 
Attend University 
of Pennsylvania 
or Princeton 
and major in 
biochemistry

Jacob 
Tarconish
• Son of: Edward 
and Barbara 
Tarconish
•Extracurricular 
Activities: 
Cross Country, 
Swimming & 
Diving, Drama 
Club
• Plans After High 
School: Attend 
Penn State or New 
York University 
and major in law

Kevin Wang
• Son of: Ping and 
Changming Wang
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Tennis, 
Swimming, Quiz 
Team, Spanish 
Club, Leo Club
• Plans After 
High School: 
Undecided

Daniella 
Woiski
• Daughter of: 
Eddy and Brenda 
Woiski
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Dance, 
Gymnastics, Track 
& Field, Band, Key 
Club, Spanish 
Club, AIΔ
• Plans After 
High School: 
Attend Penn State 
or Pittsburgh 
University and 
major in health 
and sciences

Eric Yoder
• Son of: Gregory 
and Lean Yoder
•Extracurricular 
Activities: Quiz 
Team, Spanish 
Club
• Plans After 
High School: 
Attend Bucknell 
University or 
University of 
Pennsylvania
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Flooding in Pine Grove sparks generosity of school district

To give hugs and 
kisses... and flood 

relief. That was the goal 
of Operation Hugs and 
Kisses this year when 
the members of this relief 
organization teamed up 
with the students and 
faculty of John S. Clarke 
Elementary Center for 
Make a Difference Day 
2011. D.H.H. Lengel 
Middle School and 
Pottsville Area High 
School also took part in 
events and fundraisers 
to aid the families in Pine 
Grove who were affected 
by the September 
flooding. 
 The goal of Make a 
Difference Day was to 
show the students that 
even they could make a 
change and to give them 
simple ways to do so. 
Most years, each class 
or grade level performed 
a project inside the 
school, but this year’s 
initiative reached across 
grades and beyond the 
elementary center.
 “Make a Difference 

students to bring in non-
perishable food items 
that would be donated 
to a food bank which 
victims of the flood 
would be able to use 
as they needed. Mrs. 
Steigerwalt, along with 
Mrs. Tara Hess and her 
husband, loaded a truck 
with the donations and 
delivered them to the 
relief site set up in Pine 
Grove October 22. 
 “We brought in a lot of 
food,” first grader Vincent 
Ervolino said. “They 
didn’t have food because 
the water washed it 
away.” 
 Likewise, the 
majorettes at PAHS 
held a food drive, but 
it benefited the pets of 
those affected by the 
floods. The girls collected 
donations in the high 
school for two weeks 
that would benefit the 
local Hillside SPCA. They 
collected food, bedding, 
toys and more for two 
weeks. They realized that 
many animals would also 
be affected by the storm 
and wanted to provide 
food, bedding and other 
supplies. The donations 
allowed those who would 
take care of the animals 
to handle the influx that 
would come in after the 
water receded. 
 “At the shelter that I 
donated many supplies 
to, I saw only one bag 
of dog food. There 
was plenty of cleaning 
supplies to help with the 
mess, but nothing for the 
animals,” Mrs.  Denise 
Krater said. “So I said 
maybe it would be good 
that the girls and the 
school do something like 

Day teaches kids that 
as individuals or a class 
or grade level, they 
can make a difference 
in someone’s life,” Dr. 
Jeffrey Zwiebel, JSC 
principal, said. 
 Pine Grove families 
survived 15.17 inches of 
rain over the course of 
four days, making this 
the first Level 1 flood in 
Schuylkill County since 
1972, according to the 
Republican and Herald. 
Approximately 160 
people were evacuated 
from their Pine Grove 
homes September 9. 
While the students and 
faculty involved in the 
projects didn’t generally 
know the individuals 
whom they helped, the 
locality of the project 
made them more eager 
to help, according to Mrs. 
Kimberly Steigerwalt, 
JSC learning support 
teacher.
 “I wanted to help 
because we made them 
happy and it’s nice to 
help people,” first grader 
Madison Yeager said. 
 This Make a Difference 
Day project required 

DONATE —  Students from Mrs. Beverly Dillow’s first grade class 
deposit their items in one of the donation boxes, as participants in 
this year’s Make A Difference Day at JSC. There were 30 Operation 
Hugs and Kisses donation boxes originally set up at the school, 
but the students and teachers filled 18 extra boxes with supplies.   

Photo By tim Panchari

that. I took the idea to the 
squad and everyone loved 
the idea of helping the 
cute puppies and kitties, 
so they started working 
on it.” 
 The faculty of all three 
schools also contributed 
with a  district-wide 
dress down day which 
cost participants $3. The 
money was given to a 
relief organization that 
funded shelters, food 
banks and other aid 
programs in the area. 
 “It’s a great thing, simply 
because Schuylkill County 
and Pottsville are such 
tight-knit communities and 
what happened in Pine 
Grove was a travesty,” 
Mr. Michael Maley, PAHS 
vice principal, said. “It 
is something that could 
easily happen here in 
Pottsville and during a 
time of need, it is nice that 
people will lend a hand.”
 Each school’s efforts 
provided relief to a 
community that was in 
dire need. The profits of 
the fundraisers fed and 
provided for many families 
who the students may 

never meet, but wanted 
to reach out to in this time 
of distress. The principals 
of each school agreed 
that the projects taught 
the participants impotant 
lessons about community 
responsibility and what 
it truly means to be a 
neighbor. 
 The profits from 
each fundraiser were 
sent to different relief 
organizations in Pine 
Grove and surrounding 
areas. An amount could 
not be estimated, but the 
rewards of these events 
benefited all who lent a 
hand to the efforts. The 
students and faculty don’t 
claim to changing millions 
of lived, but they altered 
the hearts of those that 
helped and those who 
were helped; teaching 
lessons to both groups 
about community and 
charity. 
 “Kids have a need to 
help people,” Dr. Zwiebel 
said. “It teaches them 
responsibility. If you turn 
to a kid and say ‘we need 
your help,’ a child’s face 
lights up.” 

COLLECT — The 48 boxes of non-perishables were collected, 
sorted and dropped off October 22. This project was the first to 
unite the whole school in one relief effort for Make a Difference 
Day, as well as substantially reaching out beyond the walls of JSC. 

Photo By tim Panchari

By: Samantha Weiss

PAHS Senior
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PASD Calendar
January
3 — Return from 
Winter Break
9 – 11 — 8th Grade 
Scheduling at PAHS
16 — Teacher’s In-
Service Day
17 — JSC PTO Meet-
ing at 7 p.m.
17 — End of Second 
Marking Period
21 — Report Card 
Distribution
February
9 – 11 — District 
Orchestra 
16 — Mid-Marking 
Period Reports
20 — President’s Day

23 – 25 — Region 
Band
28 – 3 — PAHS Band 
Trip to FL
March
1 — Lengel PTO 
Meeting at 7 p.m.
5 – 8 — Kindergarten 
Registrations 
5 — Crimson Aides 
Meeting 7:30 p.m. at 
PAHS 
5 – 9 — National 
Foreign Language 
Week
12  – 30 — PSSA 
Testing
13, 15 – 17 — Sch. 
County Band Festival 

22 – 24 — Region 
Orchestra 
23 – 25 — Drama 
Club Musical at 
PAHS
28 — Report Card 
Distribution
PASD Phone Numbers
JSC Elementary 
Center: 621-2947
DHH Middle School: 
621-2924
PAHS: 621-2962
Academic Center:    
621-2900
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PAHS Junior                 
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